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Interested Parties in Higher Education Research:

    Enclosed is draft data for a State study undertaken to assess retention and graduation rates for public senior institutional cohorts (1992 to 2003) Study Phase I and for freshmen admissions for public senior institutions (1998 to 2009) Study Phase II.  This State data is only for native freshmen cohorts who graduate from their original institution.

     Each Study Phase Area for this document is explained briefly. If there are any critique comments concerning sources or interpretation of data, please advise us. We wish to have the study as accurate and reliable as possible.

     Part of this study relates to those native freshmen cohorts, over a given time period, who enroll on four-year institutional campuses who do continue and graduate. In addition, the study looks at those freshmen cohorts who enroll and discontinue or transfer and may never graduate, which include the related costs (where available) associated to those individual students who discontinue.  National data is available from various public documents that include all transfer students and also indicate there are, on average, 60 to 62% of all freshmen cohorts who graduate after eight years. The National six-year graduation rate data available from our data indicates on average about a 50 to 55% of native cohort freshmen will finish in this time and another 2-7% of intrastate transfers may graduate at another in state institution depending on the state involved. 

     We believe this State cost information for students who do not graduate is the first - time anyone has looked at the negative costs to the states’ data this way. The cost data information for each state came from Research Associates of Washington.  These state costs for four-year cohorts could be deflated because they include all levels of post secondary allocation costs per student including two-year and graduate students.  Trying to find each States’ funding level for only undergraduates on the four-year campus has proven to be an elusive piece of information

     Again, we remind you that we are open to any suggestions.  These retention and graduation data in this study do not include state retention/graduation rates for transfer  students to private institutions within our state or public/private institutions out of state.

     Our goal is to improve the quality of public higher education for those who pay the costs – the student, the parent and the taxpayer. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Harry C. Stille

Researcher

Higher Education Research/Policy Center, Inc.

P.O. Box 203  Due West, S.C. 29639  (864-379-3080)

stillehr@live.com
Study Phase I

SOURCES ON DATA

       RETENTION and GRADUATION RATE INFORMATION – TO NATIONAL DATA

                                                                  (1992-2009)

Undergraduate Full Time Cohorts Enrollment

Undergraduate Freshman Full Time Cohort Enrollment

Institution

Retention Rates – Percent of Sophomore Students Who Return the following year.

Graduation Rates – For Cohorts Who Entered in 1994 through 2005 for the four year Graduation Rate and  Cohorts who entered in 1992-2003 for the Graduation rate in Six Years.  (Native cohort student graduation rates)

Class Institution – Money’s Best Colleges – September 1996, pg. 138

Student Academic Level.  When reporting on the most recent entering class, schools are assigned a score from 1 to 5 to the typical freshmen:

1.
Student ranks in the top 20% of high school class, has a GPA of B+ or better and SAT scores above 1,200 or ACT scores above 28.

2.
Top 40% of high school class; GPA of B or better, SAT scores between 1,100 and 1,199, ACT scores of 27 to 28.

3.
Top half of class; GPA of B- or better, SAT scores between 950 and 1,099, ACT scores of 23 to 26.

4.
Top 60% of class; GPA of C or better, SAT scores between 800 and 949, ACT scores of 19 to 22.

5.
Grades/scores lower than above.
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LOUISIANA

             Undergraduate Retention/Graduation Rates

Full Time Students         Entering as Cohort Freshmen

                           % Soph.Retention – 1 year earlier

                           % 4- year Grad.Rate – 4 years earlier

                           % 6- Year Grad.Rate – 6 years earlier


   Total







      Cohort

        Undergrad. Cohort    Sophomore
Grad. Rate      Class

        Students   Freshmen  Retention
4-Yr.  6-Yr.
 Inst.

Grambling State University

  (98)   4,412
      895
       63-
-
  36         5

  (99)   3,868
      900*
  62-
6
  32

  (00)   3,800*
 850*
  60-     -
  31

  (01)   3,730
      814
       69-
6
  31

  (02)   3,565
      830*
  71-
8
  31

  (03)   3,847     1,041        71-    12      32 

  (04)   4,088     1,156        71-    12      32

  (05)   4,162     1,150*       63-    14      37

  (06)   4,219     1,142        62-    20      37

  (07)   4,369     1,210        52-    11      36

  (08)   4,491     1,213        58-    13      35

  (09)   4,222       931        59-    12      33

Louisiana Tech University
  (98)   6,697
    1,735

  76-
-
  46         3

  (99)   7,043
    1,794

  77-    20
  46

  (00)   7,308
    1,897

  76-
-
  51

  (01)   7,485
    1,880

  75-    22
  59

  (02)   7,793
    2,060

  74-    29
  55

  (03)   7,492     2,107        74-    28      52

  (04)   7,553     1,914        73-    29      52

  (05)   7,618     1,797        72-    28      49

  (06)   7,176     1,706        72-    28      49

  (07)   6,726     1,592        71-    28      48

  (08)   6,560     1,557        72-    27      48
  (09)   6,484     1,507        73-    26      46
McNeese State University   

  (98)   5,681
    1,450

  65-
7
  26         4

  (99)   5,544     1,544        65-     7      26
  (00)   5,515
    1,345

  63-
- 
  28

  (01)   5,697
    1,383

  61-
7
  26

  (02)   5,800
    1,400

  63-
7
  27

  (03)   6,023     1,563        63-     7      27

  (04)   6,299     1,662        67-    11      28

  (05)   6,507     1,405        67-    11      29

  (06)   6,072     1,316        68-    10      31

  (07)   5,783     1,298        66-    10      31

  (08)   5,898     1,342        67-    14      35
  (09)   5,967     1,334        67-    12      36

Louisiana
                         -2-
Full Time Students         Entering as Cohort Freshmen

                           % Soph. Retention – 1 year earlier

                           % 4- Year Grad.Rate – 4 years earlier

                           % 6- year Grad.Rate – 6 years earlier


  Total








  Cohort

       Undergrad. Cohort    Sophomore   Grad. Rate
  Class

       Students   Freshmen  Retention
  4-Yr.  6-Yr.
  Inst.

Nicholls State University

  (98)   5,246
   1,391

 60-
        -
     21         5

  (99)   5,438
   1,469

 58-
        3      22

  (00)   5,467
   1,499

 58-
        -
     23

  (01)   5,395
   1,488

 57-
        3      24

  (02)   5,361
   1,499

 57-
        7      25

  (03)   5,304    1,456        59-         8      26

  (04)   5,602    1,645        62-         9      28

  (05)   5,501    1,301        65-         9      26

  (06)   5,001    1,119        65-         9      26

  (07)   4,911    1,202        66-        11      27

  (08)   5,136    1,263        65-        12      29

  (09)   5,177    1,247        66-        13      31

University of Louisiana – Monroe

  (98)   8,180
   1,649

 65-
        -
     31        5

  (99)   7,234
   1,809

 64-
        7      28

  (00)   6,581
   1,268

 62-
        -
     29

  (01)   6,029
   1,301

 63-
        7      29

  (02)   6,050
   1,310

 62-
        7      30

  (03)   5,839    1,364        64-         9      30

  (04)   6,131    1,548        65-        12      29

  (05)   6,892    1,554        63-        10      27

  (06)   5,520    1,465        66-        10      28

  (07)   5,865    1,432        66-        11      29

  (08)   5,766    1,227        66-        14      30

  (09)   6,019    1,345        67-        11      30

Northwestern State University of Louisiana

  (98)   5,863
   1,553

 60-
        -
     27       5

  (99)   6,273
   1,577

 61-
        9      27

  (00)   6,435
   1,951

 62-
        -
     28

  (01)   6,584
   1,686

 63-
       23      28

  (02)   7,014
   2,003

 65-
        2      29

  (03)   6,968    2,043        68-        10      29

  (04)   6,950    1,980        69-        14      29

  (05)   6,460    1,539        69-        14      29

  (06)   6,099    1,379        68-        16      31

  (07)   5,651    1,339        67-        19      34

  (08)   5,458    1,233        67-        17      35
  (09)   5,411    1,340        68-        18      36
Louisiana                    -3-                     

Full Time Students        Entering as Cohort Freshmen

                          % Soph. Retention – 1 year earlier

                          % 4- Year Grad.Rate – 4 years earlier

                          % 6- year Grad. Rate – 6 years earlier

        Total                                            Cohort

        Undergrad. Cohort   Sophomore   Grad. Rate       Class

        Students   Freshmen Retention   4 yr.– 6 yr      Inst.

Southeastern Louisiana University

 (98)   11,512
    2,646

  64-
   -
   25          5

 (99)   11,389
    2,366

  64-
   3
   21

 (00)   10,866
    2,326

  63-
   -
   20

 (01)   10,824
    2,194

  63-
   3
   20

 (02)   11,382
    2,556

  65-
   5
   22

 (03)   11,420     2,633        66-        4    22      

 (04)   11,157     2,529        68-        6    24

 (05)   11,644     2,578        68-        8    24

 (06)   11,392     2,906        68-        8    26

 (07)   11,011     2,735        66-       10    28

 (08)   11,067     2,761        65-        7    29

 (09)   11,196     2,717        65-        9    30

University of Louisiana - Lafayette
 (98)   12,429
    2,987

  63-
  -
   25          5

 (99)   11,997
    2,364

  64-
   5
   26

 (00)   11,554
    2,397

  64-
  -
   25

 (01)   11,486
    2,413

  64-
   7
   25

 (02)   11,836
    2,469

  73-
   6
   30

 (03)   12,025     2,652        73-        6    29

 (04)   12,331     2,745        72-        9    32

 (05)   12,926     2,819        72-       12    38

 (06)   12,659     2,914        72-       14    40

 (07)   12,539     2,763        73-       14    41

 (08)   12,313     2,630        73-       12    40

 (09)   12,530     2,606        74-       13    42

Louisiana State University – Baton Rouge

 (98)   21,416
    5,083

  81-
  -
   50          3

 (99)   22,965
    5,187

  78-
  20
   52

 (00)   23,268
    5,087

  82-
  -
   54

 (01)   23,873
    5,301

  83-
  22
   58

 (02)   23,958
    5,262

  83-
  23
   58

 (03)   23,706     5,428        83-       23    57

 (04)   24,363     5,700        84-       25    53

 (05)   23,766     4,970        84-       26    59

 (06)   22,857     4,508        84-       26    59

 (07)   21,811     4,596        84-       26    60

 (08)   21,932     5,141        84-       28    61

 (09)   21,539     4,789        84-       28    61
Louisiana
                       -4-
Full Time Students         Entering as Cohort Freshmen

                           % Soph. Retention – 1 year earlier

                           % 4- Year Grad.Rate – 4 years earlier
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          % 6- year Grad.Rate – 6 years earlier
                                                                                                                                                   
    Total                                           Cohort

         Undergrad. Cohort  Sophomore
Grad. Rate
  Class

         Students  Freshmen Retention
               4-Yr.  6-Yr.                         Inst.

Louisiana State – Shreveport

  (98)    2,131
  563
57-
       -
   50         4

  (99)    2,270
  501
57-         6
   39

  (00)    2,261
  519
52-
       -
   28

  (01)    2,281
  496
53-
       6
   18

  (02)    2,384
  501
54-
       7
   29

  (03)    2,562       579     54-         6     22  

  (04)    2,648       543     56-         4     20

  (05)    2,672       459     56-         4     18

  (06)    2,389       421     58-         6     18

  (07)    2,400       425     60-         9     20

  (08)    2,416       438     60-         6     21

  (09)    2,511       402     62-         5     21

University of New Orleans

  (98)    8,137     1,918
66-
      -
   18        4

  (99)    8,461
1,889
66-
       2
   20

  (00)    8,775
2,078
66-
      -
   21

  (01)    9,369
2,204
67-
       4
   25

  (02)    9,408
1,974
68-
       4
   23

  (03)    9,598     2,284     73-         6     29

  (04)    9,551     2,075     68-         6     26

  (05)    9,919     2,819     68-         5     26

  (06)    7,072     1,021     71-         7     24

  (07)    6,504     1,119     72-         7     24

  (08)    6,590     2,038     72-         5     22

  (09)    6,724     1,259     72-         5     21

Southern University – Baton Rouge

  (98)    7,500     1,868     64-
      4
   23

  (99)    7,078
1,900*    63-
      2
   22

  (00)    6,978
1,940
61-
      -
   24

  (01)    6,732
1,221
61-
      3
   24

  (02)    6,690
1,191
63-
      7
   25

  (03)    6,988     1,298     64-        6      25

  (04)    7,326     1,503     68-        7      26

  (05)    7,931     1,502     70-        6      26

  (06)    6,606     1,142     70-        6      26

  (07)    6,192     1,129     68-        6      28

  (08)    5,762     1,044     67-        7      28

  (09)    6,374     1,008     67-        7      29
Louisiana                      -5-
Full Time Students         Entering as Cohort Freshmen

                           % Soph. Retention – 1 year earlier

                           % 4- Year Grad.Rate – 4 years earlier

                           % 6- Year Grad.Rate – 6 years earlier

          Total                                           Cohort

          Undergrad. Cohort   Sophomore  Grad. Rate       Class

          Students   Freshmen Retention  4 yr.- 6 yr.     Inst.

Southern University – New Orleans    

  (98)    2,806
   450
    60-
   -
     9         4

  (99)    2,501
   458
    60-
   -      9

  (00)    3,453
   370*
    50-
   -
     9

  (01)    2,406
   380
    50-
   1
    10

  (02)    2,196
   377
    50-
   5
    10

  (03)    2,205        377        49-      3     15

  (04)    2,205*       377*       49-      3     15

  (05)    2,589        400*       49-      3     15
  (06)    2,604        400*       49-      3     15

  (07)    1,654        323        45-      3     10

  (08)    1,815        353        41-      0      8

  (09)    2,048        437        43-      2      8

State Totals

 (98)   102,010
24,188 (23.7%)
68.0%
 -
   32.0%      

 (99)   102,061
23,758 (23%)
67.6%
 9%
   32.1%

 (00)   102,261
23,527 (23%)
67.3%
 -
   33.0%

 (01)   101,891
22,761 (22.3%)
68.9%
11.6%   35.3%

 (02)   103,437
23,432 (22.7%)
69.7%
11.5%   35.9%

 (03)   104,427     24,825 (23.8%) 70.8%     12.3%   35.6%

 (04)   106,304     25,377 (23.8%) 71.7%     14.0%   35.1%

 (05)   108,587     24,293 (22.4%) 70.9%     14.1%   36.3%

 (06)    99,666     21,439 (21.5%) 71.3%     15.4%   37.6%

 (07)    95,407     21,163 (22.2%) 70.7%     15.6%   38.5%

 (08)    95,206     22,240 (23.4%) 71.0%     14.5%   38.9%

 (09)    96,102     20,922 (21.7%) 71.3%     15.8%   39.5%

Comparison of data:

LSU-BR    21,539       4,789            84%       28%    61%

All Other 74,564      16,133            67.7%     12.5%  33.2% 

Louisiana                    -6-

# and percent of Undergraduate Students on Campus Who May Never Graduate -

  (Plus 5% for intrastate student transfers)

In 1998 = 64,266 (63%)

In 1999 = 63,992 (62.9%)

In 2000 = 63,402 (62%)

In 2001 = 60,829 (59.7%)

In 2002 = 61,131 (59.1%)

In 2003 = 62,030 (59.4%)

In 2004 = 63,676 (59.9%

In 2005 = 64,826 (59.7%)

In 2006 = 57,208 (57.4%)

In 2007 = 53,905 (56.5%)

In 2008 = 53,411 (56.1%)

In 2009 = 53,337 (55.5%)

The cost to the taxpayers of Louisiana for students on campus each year who do not graduate within the senior system in 2009 is $439,760,000 per year if the state cost per student is about $8,245. (Data from SHEEO-SHEF Project –2008 pg.27)
Comparative non-graduate costs for each type institutions:

LSU-BR – for 7,323 non-graduating students @ about $11,500 per student = $84,217,000 per year.

All others – for 46,061 non-graduating students @ about $7,716 per student = $355,543,000 per year.
Data Sources: NCES, U.S. News Best Colleges, Time-Princeton Review, Peterson’s Guide, The College Board and Barron's Profiles.(2011)

* Estimates based on previous know data.

Dr. Harry C. Stille  Higher Education Research/Policy Center P.O. Box 203 Due West, S.C. 29639 –0203 (864-379-3080)  
October 30, 2010
SUMMARY CONCLUSIONS OF STUDY PHASE II

FRESHMAN ADMISSIONS

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS - FALL OF 1998 TO 2009


The quality of academic ability of the entering freshman cohort student is the key ingredient to future success and enhances the ability of these students to do college work and graduate.


There are too many students enrolled each year at public institutions who should never be on the four-year campus as freshman. Those students less academically prepared can track through the two-year system where they can find better success in making the transition from high school to college.


The enclosed data clearly shows many under-qualified students are coming to the four-year campus unfit to do college required studies.


All across the United States, university people in their zest to keep campus student numbers up to meet budgets allow poorly academically prepared students to enter the four year system only to fail, drop out or withdraw, never to go back again.


The quality of the entering freshman class data is apparent in two places in the data.  The lower side 25th percentile SAT/ACT scores and the percent of those freshman enrolled who were in the top ten percent of their high school class. In addition, the number of freshman students considered for enrollment which come from the lower 50th percentile of their high school class need special consideration when evaluating this entering class. It is clear through the data students who are academically in the bottom half of their high school class should not be on the four-year campus as freshman except in rare circumstances.


We must make the four-year campus a place where qualified academically prepared freshman students enroll to enter and succeed to graduation.  Those other students can track through the two year system and if successful there, then these students can move on to the four year system.


The data for the number of students from within their home state shows the academic potential derived from taking the SAT or ACT test for entrance to college.  Those students from states whose average test scores are poor on these tests should be more diligent in restricting lower half high school class graduates from entering the four-year campus directly from high school.

STUDY PHASE II (CONTINUED…)


No four-year campus should have an open admissions policy.


The whole system as it is now supports the bloated bureaucracy within the institutions and is excessively costly to taxpayers, students and parents.


The reason the combined means of the SAT or ACT test scores are used is to denote how state scores compare to other states for those years shown.  Combined means also show all test takers from a state for that year.


For example, if a state ranks 20th or below in combined SAT/ACT scores, it is even more important to limit those students who fall into their lower 50th percentile of the graduating class to enter the four-year campus.

           At the institutional level, if a student applies and they were in the bottom half of their high school class rank and additionally scored below a 19 ACT or 910 SAT a senior four-year institution should not accept them.

HCS disc 2

Study Phase II

SOURCES ON DATA

Four-Year Public Institutions

Freshman Admissions – Fall – 1998 to 2009

Total Undergraduate Enrollment – Full Time/Part Time Students

Full Time Freshman – Those Applied – Accepted – Enrolled with Percentages.

ACT/SAT 25-75th Percentile .  (When single scores appear, these are 50th percentile scores.)

High School Class Rank – Percent in Top 10% - 25% - 50% of Class.

Percent of Freshmen enrolled from within the State.

State Freshman SAT/ACT Combined Concordant Mean Score Averages.


All Students Tested on SAT, ACT or Both.


All Converted to Both SAT and ACT.

State Freshman National SAT/ACT Combined Concordant Score Ranks.

All Above Data From US News 1998 through 2011 issues.


America’s Best Colleges, 2400 N. Street, N. W., Washington, DC 20037-1196.


NCAA – Enrollment and Persistence Reports, 1996 through 2011. 


    
Overland Park, Kansas 66211-2422.


Peterson’s Guide – 1998 to 2011.  P. O. Box 2123, Princeton, NJ 08543


Time – Princeton Review –1998-2011 Time-Life Bldg., Rockefeller Center, NY 10020


Barron’s - Profiles of American Colleges – 1998-2011 - 250 Wireless Blvd.,


Hauppauge, N.Y. 11788

Time/Princeton Review Admissions Selectivity Rating (Princeton Review-Time) pg.98 – 2005 and 2011  Edition.

      A general assessment determined by class rank, average test scores, acceptance rates and enrollees. Scale – 90-100 – mega selective; 80 – 89 highly selective; 70 – 79 selective and 69 and under not selective. ( Lowest score is a 60)

Dr. Harry C. Stille – Higher Education Research/Policy Center – Fall  - 2010


